
High Peak Borough Council

STANDARDS COMMITTEE (HPBC) AGENDA

Date: Thursday, 5 July 2018

Time: 6.30 pm

Venue: The Cafe - Pavilion Gardens, Buxton

27 June 2018
PART 1
1. Apologies for absence 

2. To receive Disclosures of Interest on any matters before the Committee 

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting (Pages 3 - 4)

4. Review of Exemptions from Paying Charges to the Information Commissioner's 
Office (Pages 5 - 8)

5. Code of Conduct - Dispensation - Oral update 

6. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
To resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items of business as there may be disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972

PART 2
7. To approve the exempt minutes of the previous meeting (Pages 9 - 10)

(Paragraph 2 - Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an 
individual. )

8. Complaints - Review and Monitoring Report - Oral Update 
(Paragraph 1, 2 - Information relating to any individual. 
Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual. )

SIMON BAKER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Membership of Standards Committee (HPBC)
Councillor C Johnson (Chair) Councillor F Sloman (Vice-Chair)
Councillor C Howe Councillor J Kappes
Councillor G Oakley Councillor R Quinn
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Matthews Carnall
Morgan Grant
Norton



High Peak Borough Council

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting: Thursday, 22 March 2018 at 6.30 pm in The Board Room - Pavilion Gardens, 
Buxton

Present: Councillor C Johnson (Chair) 

Councillors J Kappes, A McKeown (substitute for Quinn), and G Oakley

Independent Persons P Carnall, P Grant and C Morgan

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F Sloman, C Howe, 
R Quinn, G Martin, T Norton and Mr P Matthews

Councillor Thrane was also in attendance.

18/15 TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST ON ANY MATTERS BEFORE 
THE COMMITTEE
(Agenda Item 2)

There were no declarations made.

18/16 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
(Agenda Item 3)

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held 16 November 2017 be approved, 
subject the clarification of attendance by elected members and non-elected 
members.

18/17 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ETHICAL STANDARDS CONSULTATION
(Agenda Item 4)

The Committee considered a report with regards to a consultation exercise 
to review local government ethical standards by the Committee for 
Standards in Public Life.  Discussion included the types of sanctions 
currently available, allegations made against parish councillors and 
circumstances which may trigger an investigation.  

The committee also considered requirements for declaration of interests at 
meetings.  This included the potential advantages of declaring a conflict of 
loyalty as a type of interest at meetings, as used by some other 
organisations.  It was thought that this may sometimes enable a councillor, 
not involved in making the decision, to continue to provide useful 
background information during meetings where they may have an 
overlapping role (e.g. representation of the Council to an outside body).  
Discussion also included the possible addition of a “right to make Page 3
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Standards Committee (HPBC)
Thursday, 22 March 2018

representations” for councillors at meetings such as Development Control 
Committee.

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report be noted and that authority be delegated to 
officers to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Council.

18/18 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
(Agenda Item 5)

RESOLVED:

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following 
items as there may be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined 
in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972.

18/19 COMPLAINTS - REVIEW AND MONITORING REPORT
(Agenda Item 6)

There was a report on complaints made to the Monitoring Officer under the 
Council’s agreed arrangements for dealing with standards complaints.  

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report be noted.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm

CHAIRMAN
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HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL

Report to Standards Committee

5 July 2018

Appendix A – Consultation Document

1. Reason for the Report

1.1 To seek the Committee’s views on a Government consultation exercise to 
review notification fee exemptions for data controllers payable to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).  This specifically requests views with 
regards to a new exemption for elected representatives.

2. Recommendation

2.1 That the Committee considers and proposes a response to the consultation 
document.

3. Executive Summary

3.1 The Data Protection (Charges and Information) Regulations 2018 require data 
controllers who are processing personal information to pay a charge to the 
ICO, unless they are exempt. More than 500,000 organisations are currently 
registered. The Schedule to the Regulations provides a number of exemptions 
for individuals and organisations from paying charges to the Information 
Commissioner.

3.2 Given that most of the exemptions date back many years, and to a time when 
digital processing of personal data was not undertaken on anything near the 
scale it is today, the Government considers that there is merit in reviewing the 
exemptions to ensure that they are still appropriate to the current time, and fit 
for the digital age.  The consultation ends on 1 August 2018.

3.3 Historically, a notification fee has been paid by the Borough Council and 

TITLE: Review of exemptions from paying
charges to the Information Commissioner’s 
Office

EXECUTIVE COUNCILLOR: Councillor Thrane – Corporate and 
Operational Services

CONTACT OFFICER: Linden Vernon – Senior Officer Governance 
and Member Support

WARDS INVOLVED: Non-Specific
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/717785/Consultation_Document__changes_to_exemptions_from_paying_charges_to_the_ICO.pdf


political parties to the ICO in their capacity as a data controller.  In February 
2018 the Council agreed to register all Councillors with the ICO, and meet the 
registration costs (£35 each), unless individual councillors wished to opt-out 
from registering.

3.4 Section 5 of the consultation document contains a number of questions for 
consideration by stakeholders.  Question 3 seeks views on a number of 
proposed exemptions.  This includes a possible exemption for elected 
representatives (separate to their elected assembly or political party) given 
that they can be classed as data controllers in their own right particularly 
where they engage with and undertake casework on behalf of their 
constituents. 

3.5 Government has previously committed to considering the appropriateness of 
elected representatives being required to pay a charge in respect of their 
processing of personal data. The Government is minded that this activity 
deriving from their public office and public function should not be liable to a 
charge. The Government also wishes to avoid barriers to democratic 
engagement, mirroring the approach that the Government has taken during 
the passage of the Data Protection Act through Parliament. The Government 
is minded that all elected representatives should be exempt.

3.6 Stakeholders are asked if they agree with the proposals and to provide a 
reason for their response.

4. Options and Analysis

4.1 That the committee considers potential amendments to the current schedule of 
exemptions.

5. Implications

5.1 Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998)
Not Applicable

5.2 Workforce
Not Applicable

5.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment
Not Applicable

5.4 Financial Considerations
The Council currently pays a notification fee of £35 on behalf of 
each councillor.

5.5 Legal
The current exemptions arise from the Data Protection Act 1998  
whilst others are set out in The Data Protection (Notification and 
Notification Fees) Regulations 2000.
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5.6 Sustainability
Not applicable.

5.7 Internal and External Consultation
The Government has specifically asked for respondents to state 
whether they consider exemptions should be provided for elected 
representatives.

5.8 Risk Assessment
Not Applicable

Mark Trillo
Executive Director (People) and Monitoring Officer

Web Links and
Background Papers

Contact details

Consultation Document Linden Vernon
Senior Officer – Governance and Member 
Support
Tel: 01538 395613
Email: linden.vernon@highpeak.gov.uk

6.4
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This page is intentionally left blank


	Agenda
	3 To approve the minutes of the previous meeting
	4 Review of Exemptions from Paying Charges to the Information Commissioner's Office
	7 To approve the exempt minutes of the previous meeting

